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A cornerstone of the 1982 Education Reform Act, the Assistant Reading Instructor Program 
sought to improve basic skills acquisition by placing assistant reading instructors in priltlary 
grades. The program has not been effective in meeting its objectives. 

• On standardized tests, students who had assistant reading instructors in their primary
years scored about the same as students without assistants.

• Retention rates in the primary grades remained about the same.

• Dropout rates remained constant in lower grades and increased in higher grades.

Contrary to state law, the State Department of Education has not enforced preconditions to
program funding and has not developed a statewide uniform training program. The districts and 
the department failed to develop implementation and accountability plans and failed to perform 
annual program evaluations. In violation of program intent, some districts routinely use 
assistants as substitute teachers. 

From 1983 until the close of the 1993-94 school year, the state spent $340.11 million on this 
program. Local districts spent approximately $18. 75 million over the past five years. The FY 1995 
state general fund appropriation is $49.35 million for 4,785 assistant reading instructors. 
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PEER: The Mississippi Legislature's Oversight Agency 

The Mississippi Legislature created the Joint Legislative Committee on 
Performance Evaluation and Expenditure Review (PEER Committee) by 
statute in 1973. A standing joint committee, the PEER Committee is 
composed of five members of the House of Representatives appointed by the 
Speaker and five members of the Senate appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor. Appointments are made for four-year terms with one Senator 
and one Representative appointed from each of the U. S. Congressional 
Districts. Committee officers are elected by the membership with officers 
alternating annually between the two houses. All Committee actions by 
statute require a majority vote of three Representatives and three Senators 
voting in the affirmative. 

Mississippi's constitution gives the Legislature broad power to conduct 
examinations and investigations. PEER is authorized by law to review any 
public entity, including contractors supported in whole or in part by public 
funds, and to address any issues which may require legislative action. 
PEER has statutory access to all state and local records and has subpoena 
power to compel testimony or the production of documents. 

PEER provides a variety of services to the Legislature, including 
program evaluations, economy and efficiency reviews, financial audits, 
limited scope evaluations, fiscal notes, special investigations, briefings to 
individual legislators, testimony, and other governmental research and 
assistance. The Committee identifies inefficiency or ineffectiveness or a 
failure to accomplish legislative objectives, and makes recommendations 
for redefinition, redirection, redistribution and/or restructuring of 
Mississippi government. As directed by and subject to the prior approval of 
the PEER Committee, the Committee's professional staff executes audit and 
evaluation projects obtaining information and developing options for 
consideration by the Committee. The PEER Committee releases reports to 
the Legislature, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and the agency examined. 

The Committee assigns top priority to written requests from individual 
legislators and legislative committees. The Committee also considers 
PEER staff proposals and written requests from state officials and others. 
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This report does not recommend increased 
funding or additional staff. 
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